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<www.TexasIndians.com> 
and <www.Crystalinks.com/
egyptafterlife.html>. What do these 
two Web sites have in common? 

These are two popular sites students 
use in school projects about Native 
Americans and ancient Egypt. 
Students and teachers readily accept 
them as valid sources of information. 
But, they are not even close to being 
authoritative or accurate.

Upon closer inspection of these sites, 
we find that one is authored by a 
gentleman who posts no qualifications, 
does not cite his sources, and asks 
children to send him money for his 
work. The other is by a woman whose 
site appears valid, but contains no in-
text citation or bibliography, and we 
find that she claims to be a psychic 
and has been visited by aliens! Whoa! 
Perhaps it’s time to step back and help 
our students be a bit more skeptical 
when interacting with Internet 
information.

Once upon a time—a long, long time 
ago (actually just 10 years ago as the 
Internet first took shape in the mid-
1990s), library media centers housed 
the main sources of information that 
were used for school reports, papers, 
and projects. Books, magazine articles, 
and other sources went through 
rigorous editing processes, after which 
the library media specialist carefully 
evaluated the source for the collection 
based on positive reviews, reputations 
of the publisher or author, and its 
relevance to the curriculum.

Students did not need to evaluate for 
accuracy and authority, but only to 
judge for subject relevancy for their 
particular personal or academic need. 
Now that the Internet is so widely 
available in our schools and many 
homes, it is imperative that we give 
our elementary school children an 

awareness 
that sites 
found on 
the Internet 
must be 
evaluated for 
accuracy and 
authority. 
Unless we 
guide them 
otherwise, 

students think Google™ or Yahoo® is 
their one-stop source of information! 
And, as importantly, we need to 
guide children to reputable sources 
of information on our shelves and in 
electronic subscription databases.

Instructional Strategies
Classroom teachers and library media 
specialists will want to introduce 
students to resources available through 
the library media center (books, 
audiovisual materials, and subscription 
databases), as well as those on the 
Internet. Typically this will occur 
through direct instruction on the 
second stage of the Big6™ process—
Information Seeking Strategies—as 
library media specialists and classroom 
teachers collaborate to integrate these 
sources into the subject area curricula.

For younger students, the library media 
specialist and classroom teacher may 
preselect the sources to be used for a 
particular subject area and assignment. 
Of course, even younger students can 
help brainstorm an initial list, but the 
library media specialist will use his or 
her judgment to narrow it to the best 
sources and add those that students did 
not include.

Library Media Center Resources and 
Subscription Databases
Teaching children about the types 
of information contained in various 
reference sources will help them make 
the distinction about the types of 
resources they eventually will choose 
independently: When should you use a 
dictionary? encyclopedia? magazine? 
library book? Web site?

Students of all ages can begin to 
understand the advantages and 
disadvantages of sources available in 
both paper and online formats. Indeed, 
the library media specialists will also 
want to briefly discuss with students the 
selection process of these resources so 
students understand their inclusion in 
the library media center collection.

Sites Available on the Internet
Upper elementary students are 
eight- to eleven-years-old and in the 
concrete operational stage of Piaget’s 
levels of cognitive development. Since 
the intellectual act of evaluating and 
analyzing a Web site for accuracy 
and authority is highly abstract, the 

cautious and knowledgeable educator 
understands that most children in 
this stage do not think abstractly 
and have very limited experience, 
a narrow frame of reference, and a 
limited vocabulary for this sophisticated 
process. Therefore, teachers may find it 
developmentally inappropriate for third 
or fourth graders, on their own, to select 
resources based on the accuracy and 
authority—especially of Web sites.

Instead of allowing students at this 
age to search on Google, consider 
bookmarking sites on school computers, 
making links accessible through your 
library Web page, or using a free 
service such as TrackStar <http://
trackstar.4teachers.org/trackstar/
index.jsp> to collect links for a class 
to use for a specific project. Help 
students gain an awareness of the Web 
evaluation process by modeling the 
process you used to determine the 
relevancy of the sites selected. One 
very useful tool for guiding students 
through Web site assessment is Diane 
Lauer’s 5 W’s of Web Site Evaluation 
<www.dianelauer.com/fivewww/
webeval.html>.

For older students, give them the 
experience of choosing their own 
sites while encouraging them to use 
reputable subject directories such as 
KidsClick! <www.kidsclick.org>, which 
includes free Web sites selected by 
library media specialists. These sites, 
preselected for their quality, accuracy, 
and authority, will still require students 
to make judgment for subject relevancy. 
Not all subject directories are reliable, 
so you must do your “information 
seeking strategies” homework before 
making them available to students.

Helping students learn to select reliable 
and accurate sources—both in and 
out of the library media center—is 
an essential part of the Big6 process 
and library media center programs, as 
well as the subject areas in classroom 
learning n
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