
36     LIBRARY MEDIA CONNECTION     MARCH 2005  K-5 6-8 9-12Of special interest to grades...

High school history and English 
teachers are typically the ones who 
assign research reports. As a library 
media specialist, I can remember the 
teachers bringing their classes into the 
library media center and announcing, 
“Make sure you use three different 
sources!” In the “pre-Web” days, 
that would mean an encyclopedia, a 
nonfiction book, and a reference book. 
In some cases, library media centers 
would have magazine databases on 
microfiche that could also be used. 
With the advent of the Internet, the 
number of available sources expanded 
exponentially.

With the Web there is easier 
access to primary sources, original 
journals, interviews, TV transcripts, 
audio transcripts, video interviews, 
newspaper articles, and most 
anything you find in the print world. 
However, the challenge is how 
students distinguish the differences 
between the different online 
resources and how to find them. This 
is the crux of “information seeking 
strategies” in the Big6™—identifying 
the available sources and then 
identifying the best source.  

Recent studies indicate that high 
school students choose Web 
resources rather than print resources 
to conduct their research. According 
to the Pew Internet and American 
Life Study (2001), “71 percent of 
Internet-connected students choose 
the Web over a visit to the library 
to complete school projects.” One 
strategy to help students select 
appropriate Web sources is to focus 
on the search engines. Since most 
students stick with only Yahoo® or 
Google™, the challenge for library 
media specialists and classroom 
teachers is to help students learn 
how to do a better job of searching 
the Web by choosing the right search 

engine.  

One approach 
is to use 
the “Search 
the Web 
Webquest” 
that has 
students use 
different 
search 

mechanisms and determine which 
search is the best and why. Through 
this Webquest, students can be 
guided in the use of different search 
terms and Boolean logic to narrow 
down to their best Web site. Another 
online resource, the “Boolean 
Machine,” is a great visual in showing 
students how Boolean operators work. 
Students need guidance each step 
of the way in their initial choices of 
search terms and ultimately their 
choice of Web sites. This ensures that 
the information used will be reliable 
and useful to the particular assignment.   

Additionally, there are many 
excellent search guides that students 
can use during the “information 
seeking strategies” phase of their 
research. Infopeople, an LSTA 
grant funded project in California 
offers one; another is the SouthEast 
Initiatives Regional Technology in 
Education Consortium (SEIR*TEC), 
one of ten regional consortia funded 
by the U.S. Department of Education.  

Here is a simple lesson that can be 
used to help students understand how 
to better search the Web and increase 
their information seeking strategies.

Information Seeking Lesson: How to 
Find the Right Info on the Web

1. Assign pairs of students to a 
computer connected to the Internet.

2. Have the students read the 
Introduction and Task from the “Search 
the Web Webquest” Web site.

3. Students should answer the 
following questions:

  n  How often is the Web doubling in 
size?

  n  How much of the Web does one 
search mechanism find?

  n  What is the difference between 
a search engine, directory, and 
metasearch?

4. Distribute the “Search the Web 
Webquest” handout.

5. If time allows, print one of the 
search charts for students to discuss.

6. Have students choose a topic to 
use for this activity.  

7. Discuss ways to narrow the search 
and show how Boolean operators work.

8. Complete the first problem 
together as a class.  

9. Students complete the remainder 
of the worksheet in pairs.

10. At the end of the activity, 
conduct a classwide discussion about 
which search and search engine was 
the best, and why.

11. Bonus questions—Ask the 
students:

  n  If they could design a new search 
engine, what would they want 
it to do that the existing search 
engines are not able to do?

  n Why?

  n  How might such a search engine 
work?

Note: If all students cannot be 
on the Web at the same time, the 
teacher can do the search on any 
Internet-connected computer and 
display the results.

As a follow-up to this, students can 
use one of their searches and save 
the best Web sites as favorites or 
bookmarks to then use for their future 
research. Teachers can emphasize the 
importance of using different online 
resources (e.g., primary sources, 
journals) just like they have always 
done in the print world.

SOURCES
Search the Web Webquest <www.cusd.com/
calonline/infolit/searchwebquest.htm>

The Boolean Machine <http://
kathyschrock.net/rbs3k/boolean>

Infopeople Best Search Tools Chart 
<www.infopeople.org/search/chart.html>

SEIR-TEC Search Chart <www.itrc.ucf.edu/
conferences/pres/srchtool.html> 

Pew Internet and American Life Project 
<www.pewinternet.org> 
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